


DISTANCE LEARNING POLICY

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

Virgin Islands Code Title 17, Section 21 authorizes the Virgin Islands Board of Education to
prescribe general regulations and orders and in general to do anything necessary for the proper
establishment, maintenance, and operation of the public schools of the Virgin Islands.

Additionally, Virgin Islands Code Title 17, Chapter 5, Section 41g and Act No. 8400, Section 2
authorize the establishment and promulgation of a policy governing the provision of distance
learning and blended courses by the Virgin Islands Department of Education as qualifying courses
for promotion and graduation.

PURPOSE

The Virgin Islands Board of Education recognizes that natural disasters and other circumstances
often make it difficult for students to attend school in physical classrooms, but also that utilizing
distance learning further provides Virgin Islands students with access to information and academic
engagement comparable to their counterparts on the United States mainland and other leading
nations.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Distance Learning can present new and diverse opportunities that do not exist in our traditional
classroom setting. The Virgin Islands Board of Education recognizes distance learning as a formal
educational process that, for a substantial portion of the instructional time, utilizes available
technology or a combination of traditional methods with online instruction to bridge the distances
between faculty and students, and between students who are separated by space and time.

SECTION 41-1 DEFINITIONS

“Distance learning”: Instruction occurring remotely because the student and the educator or
information source are not physically present in the same location. Instruction occurs via modes
that may be synchronous (in real time for both students and teacher) or asynchronous (without real
time interaction between teacher and students, but with content available for students to access in
their own time.) Information is typically relayed online but may be delivered in a non-web-based
format if the technology is not available via Board approved means and mediums consistent with
this and all Board policies.

“Social Media™: Generally, online platforms, websites or networks on which users share
information, communication or other content and includes, but is not limited to, sites used for
media sharing and social networking (Ex. YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram, etc.)

“Blended Learning” (Hybrid): Instruction provided through a combination of traditional, in-person
learning (which can include online instruction) and distance learning or virtual learning.
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“Online Learning Provider”: An entity or individual that provides online academic instruction,
course content, and assessments.

“Virtual Learning™: Learning using computer software, the Internet (including social media,) or
both to deliver instruction to students.

SECTION 41-2 APPLICABILITY

All Virgin Islands Department of Education personnel, students, parents, and legal guardians shall
be governed by this policy.

SECTION 41-3 IMPACT ON EXISTING POLICIES

Any instruction provided in accordance with this policy is considered a continuation of the
Department’s instructional program. Therefore, the roles and responsibilities of students, parents
or legal guardian(s) and Department personnel are the same as if students were present at school
during the instructional day. Unless specifically noted in this policy, all relevant policies shall
remain in effect.

SECTION 41-4 DRESS CODE

When Department personnel and students are visible to other Department personnel or students,
they shall dress in conformance with the school - appropriate dress code.

SECTION 41-5 ATTENDANCE

Students participating in distance learning shall, for funding and accountability purposes, be
counted as present for the portion of the school day that would otherwise be occupied if the student
were taking the course in a physical classroom.

Students must continue to meet all mandated compulsory attendance requirements. Attendance
and participation shall be measured by means appropriate to the medium of instruction delivery,
which may include, but is not limited to Department approved and monitored emails, chatrooms
and message board posts, submission of assignments, or other Department approved means.

The Department shall establish clear policies and procedures for accumulating, monitoring, and
reporting daily attendance data and for addressing chronic absenteeism.

SECTION 41-6 PRIVACY and INTERNET SAFETY

In all cases of distance, blended, or online learning, Department personnel shall comply with the
provisions of The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), as defined in 20 U.S.C.
§ 1232g and of 17 V.I.C. § 98. Students, legal guardians, and Department personnel shall have no
expectation of privacy when communicating via Department approved mediums and means.
Persons using their own personal devices take responsibility for appropriate use of their device at
all times. The Department is not responsible in any way for personal devices or their use.

The Department shall provide an appropriate training on internet safety, regulations and protocols
to personnel, students, and legal guardian(s), which can be delivered online. All personnel and
students will be required to complete the designated course. This policy shall be effectuated
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